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Abstract

The Necessity for East Sea Special Tourist Zone and Appropriate Measures

The 3rd Inter-Korean Summit in Pyongyang laid a path to inter-Korean exchange and cooperation
such as the resumption of tours to Mt. Geumgang and the creation of the East Sea Tourist Belt.
North Korea suggested cooperating through ecotourism, but rather they have been concentrating
on amending tourist policies and developing infrastructures to fulfill the needs of the increasingly

popular long-stay tourism and dynamic tourism.

The East Sea Special Tourist Zone is necessary as it contributes to peace and stability in the Korean
Peninsula through the exchange of personal and material resources. The tourist industry may also
contribute to job creation and promotion of businesses in the fields of tourism, traffic, shipping,
and construction industries. This will generate positive economic effects on inter-Korean prosperity.
Additionally, participating in the international consortium and the consequential international
investments will guarantee international assurance of peace in the Korean Peninsula. The recent
alleviation of military tension in the East Sea region will foster opportunities for economic and

cultural development of the relatively under-developed region.

To achieve these goals, several measures are required: the laying out of a tourism exchange
agreement at financial and institutional levels, a fiscal source to fund the inter-Korean tourism
exchange cooperation, and encouragement of private enterprises to participate into North
Korean tourism development. Also, fostering long-stay tourist sites and construction of relevant
infrastructures are all necessary for the East Sea Special Tourist Zone's development. Furthermore,
there is a need for a change in policy for the current arrival and departure system and foreign
exchange control, and active advertisement to encourage tourist spending. In the meantime, apart
from the conventional focus on developing tourism only in North Korea, it is imperative to promote
a comprehensive and complementary tourism scheme that includes both South and North Korea,

such as linking the Mt. Geumgang and Mt. Sorak tourist zones.

Key words: Tourism in North Korea, East Sea Special Tourist Zone, Inter-Korean Exchange and

Cooperation, Long-Stay Tourism, Inter-Korean Tourism
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